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For me, earning a Master of Science degree in Early Childhood education proved to be an effective tool to focus and reflect upon the attributes of a developmentally appropriate curriculum and how we can continue to implement such practice in our program at TLC.  I have learned to take the time to really observe my “students” in action throughout the day.  A simple hug or helpful gesture of a child toward another is now viewed as empathetic behavior in my eyes.  The ability of a child to count a stack of blocks and then use it as a form of measurement for another object teaches me about the child’s understanding of conservation of numbers.  Children have become “writers” as I listen to their conversations during play in the dramatic area.  In a sense, I have learned to be in tune to children’s actions and then apply those actions to specific areas of development in a non traditional way.  This novel method of looking at each child is now embedded in my teaching practice and my view on child development. 

I value children’s play and recognize that through “playing” and hands on experiences, Preschool aged children are best able to grow physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually.  Spontaneous and self directed play provides children with an opportunity to develop their senses as well as their cognitive skills.  My approach to teaching is to implement a program that combines structure with the “freedom” of play as I foster the overall development of each child.  When planning activities, I take into account children’s interests and abilities and aim at reflecting the cultural diversity of the children enrolled in our program.  Emphasis is placed on promoting positive social skills in all children.  Throughout the year, I plan on building children’s self esteem while fostering their independence and creativity.  I also find it critical for children to learn to take responsibility for their actions and develop respect for each others differences. 

I also see it crucial to heighten our awareness of what it means for parents and teachers to provide support and understanding of each other.  We need to find ways to communicate and collaborate in order to foster each child’s development both at home and at school.  The parent teacher partnership is important to me since it allows us to come together to do what is best for each child. 

During my graduate studies, I have had the opportunity to reflect upon and analyze the program that we offer at TLC.  I am proud to say that as a team, we are constantly striving to provide a rich, stimulating and loving environment for all of the children in our care.  I take pride in being able to spend time with your children everyday and place emphasis on forming a loving, nurturing and meaningful relationship with each child.  As stated in TLC’s philosophy, “children are here not because they can not be at home; on the contrary they come to see TLC as a home away form home”.  I want you to feel at ease when you leave your child in our care and know that we value the time we spend with your precious children.
